[bookmark: _GoBack]The City of Dubuque negotiated a voluntary housing agreement with the federal government in the same sense that General Lee negotiated a voluntary agreement with General Grant at Appomattox. In other words, this was a surrender under duress to an out-of-control federal government.

Dubuque surrendered to the Obama administration because the city was under threat of a lawsuit and the withdrawal of millions of dollars in federal housing grants. Yet Dubuque had every right to favor its own citizens and the citizens of Iowa for places in its public housing facilities. This policy was fully consistent with cherished principles of local control and democratic responsibility.

As for Manager Milligen's claim about inaccuracies, without an itemized list, his charge lacks all credibility. In any case, city officials must now be in fear of alienating the federal government, which increasingly controls Dubuque. The citizens of Dubuque should consider taking the path of Westchester County, New York, which elected a new slate of public officials willing to take on the Obama administration's federal overreach.

